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INTRODUCTION

In French, certain verbs could be combined with the prepositions « a » or «de ».

Examples:

Parler a quelgqu'un [parléeakelkun] : to talk to someone
Parler de quelque chose [parlédekelkechoz] :totalkaboutsomething

These prepositions can be translated in many different ways in English:

“to”, “of”, “by", “for”, “about”, etc. depending on the context.

Instead of trying to memorize hundreds of verb—preposition combinations,
we will focus on the most commonly used ones,

the one that you are going to need the most in your daily conversation.

Here is the list of the verbs you are going to use all the time:



MOST COMMONS VERBS COMBINED WITH « A »

VOCABULARIES

Parler a quelgu’un

Je parlea mon ami.

Dire (quelque chose)
a quelgu’un

PRONUNCIATION

[parléa]

[dir_a]

Je dis quelque chose a mon pere.

Répondre a
quelgu'un / quelque chose

Jerépondsa ma meére.
Jeréponds a la question.

Téléphoner a quelgu’'un

Je téléphone a mon frére.

Ecrire a quelgu’un

J'écris a ma collegue.

Penser a
quelgu’un / quelque chose

Je pense a ma famille.
Je pense a mon travail.

Donner (quelgque chose)
a quelgu’un

[ré pondra]

[téléfonéa]

[ékrira]

[panséa]

[doné_a]

Je donne quelque chose a mon chien.

MEANING

To talk to someone

| talk to my friend.

To tell (something)
to someone

I tell it to my father.

To reply to someone
To reply to something

I reply to my mother.
| answer the question.

To call someone

| call my brother.

To write to someone

| write to my colleague.

To think about
someone /something

I think about my family.
I think about my job.

To give something
to someone

| give something to my dog.



MOST COMMONS VERBS COMBINED WITH « A »

INFINTIVE

Commencer a + Infinitif

Je commence a travailler.

Jouer a quelque chose

Je joue au basket.

Faire attention a
quelqu'un / quelgue chose

Je fais attention a mon fils.

Je fais attention a ma voiture.

PRONOUNCIATION MEANING

[komanséal] To start doing something

| start working.

[jouéal] To play (game / sport)

| play basketball.

To pay attention to

[feratansiona]
+noun

| pay attention to my son.
| pay attention to my car.



MOST COMMONS VERBS COMBINED WITH « DE »

VOCABULARIES PRONUNCIATION
Parler de .
quelqu'un / quelque chose ller fe ez
Je parle de mes amis.
Je parle de ma vie.
Discuter de [diskuté de]

quelqu'un / quelque chose

Je discute de ma collegue.
Je discute de ce film.

Avoir besoin de

quelqu'un / quelque chose [avouarbezouunde]

J'ai besoin de ma famille.
J'ai besoin de temps.

Avoir envie de

Infinitif / quelque chose |Bve & En Ve

J'ai envie de manger.
J'ai envie de chocolat.

Avoir peur de

quelquiun / quelque chose L3 Vouarpeurde]

J'ai peur de ce chien.
J'ai peur de I'eau.

Essayer de + Infinitif [eseyéde]

J'essaye de dessiner.

MEANING

To talk about

someone / something

I talk about my friends.
| talk about my life.

To discuss about

someone /something

| discuss about my colleague.

| discuss this movie.
To need
someone / something

| need my family.
| need (some) time.
To feel like + infinitive
To crave for something
| feel to eat.
I'm craving for chocolate.
To be afraid of
someone / something
I am afraid of this dog.
I am afraid of water.

To try + Infinitive

[ try to draw.



MOST COMMONS VERBS COMBINED WITH « DE »

VOCABULARIES

Finir de + Infinitif

Jefinisde travailler.

Sortir de quelque chose

Jesorsde la librairie.

Réverde + infinitif/
quelgu’un / quelgue chose

Jeréve de devenir artiste.
Je réve de mon petit-ami.
Jeréve de Paris.

PRONUNCIATION MEANING

[finirde] To finish ing

| finish working.

[s6rtirde] To exit + noun

| exit the bookstore.

[revéde] To dream about

| dream of becoming an artist.
| dream of my boyfriend.
| dream of Paris.



